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Wat Pongsanuk, Lampang, Thailand

The restoration of Wat Pongsanuk provides an inspirational model
of community-led conservation in saving a unique Lanna temple.

The project showcases the collective achievements of the monks
and the local residents working in close cooperation with traditional
craftspersons, local authorities and academic advisors. The restoration works
have been thoughtfully and sensitively carried out, with the revival of tradi-
tional building and decorative techniques.

The project has also achieved educational aims in teaching local
history, as seen in the thoughtful on-site exhibits and the subtle notations of
the earlier building footprint.

By empowering the traditional caretakers of the temple, the resto-
ration project ensures that Wat Pongsanuk can continue to be sustained as
a vital part of the cultural heritage of Lampang and northern Thailand for many
years to come.

‘17%34'1 : 2008 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Award Winners
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